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But the belief that the Standard Story dominates because it fits a highly individualistic American culture is too
glib. She was an advisor of its youth group. Parks' act of defiance inspired the Montgomery Bus Boycott. All
throughout her life she had opposed prejudice, even if it got her into trouble. This is just as well. Pre-school
children to whom picture books are addressed, and elementary-school students, are encouraged to love Rosa
Parks and to believe that anyone can change the worldâ€”if only they embody virtue, faith, charity, goodness,
and courage. They do not explicitly deny that Rosa Parks was a political activist. Here is a radio interview
with Sidney Rogers on Pacifica Radio in April , a few months after her arrest, and while the bus boycott was
still going on: Rogers: Well, Mrs. So, three factors help explain why the Standard Rosa Parks Story became
pervasive even among participants in the civil rights movement. Third, it conformed to the norm of political
etiquette: linguistic modesty allowed activists to avoid appearing arrogant or morally presumptuous. Each
group should write a brief paragraph explaining their reasons. Part IV: Wrap Up Step 1: Have the class again
consider the question you posed at the beginning of the lesson: Are people ever justified in breaking the law?
Rogers: It just happened. No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in. She carried herself with poise and
grace, she never gave into the violence and to this day she is the epitome of a true lady. This is not to say, in
her account with Haskins, that she imagined that she would become the test case the NAACP had sought.
What would you have been most worried about on the first day of the bus boycott? More truthful accounts are
readily available. But I chose to remain. Tired of stepping off sidewalks to let white people pass, tired of
eating at separate lunch counters and learning at separate schools. This helps explain why, in telling their
stories, activists edited out their own political involvement. Rosa Parks Penguin,  Some citizens tried to help.
Step 3: Drawing on the essays they wrote, have students consider how people on both sides of the movement
felt about the civil rights leaders breaking the law. It was vital for activists to appear moderate,
non-threatening, and un-pre-meditated when their actions exposed them to terrorist rage, violence, and murder.
Each of these books is eloquent in its own way. This event helped Martin Luther King, Jr. In the summer of ,
she participated in a civil rights training workshop at the Highlander Folk School in Tennessee.


