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Extract: Until the first decade of the 20th century, art, whether drawing, painting, or sculpture, was always essentially
pictorial, and was based on themes and.

Their colouring was improbably bright, daubed straight from the tube in strokes a child could have made, in
the view of most critics and visitors to the exhibition. Being anti-academic in its formal aspects, the
impressionists responded to traditions that had recently excluded them from the government-sponsored annual
exhibitions called Salons by creating independent exhibitions outside of the established venues of the day. In
their memoirs the writers recalled their poverty with affection: 'We all lived badly. Sure, she said, as Pablo
once remarked, when you make a thing, it is so complicated making it that it is bound to be ugly, but those
that do it after you they don't have to worry about making it and they can make it pretty, and so everybody can
like it when the others make it. In Paris, in the nineteenth century, in the great exhibition halls of the annual
Salons, to which bourgeois families flocked in thousands each weekend, the nude composition flourished in an
astounding way. In an oil sketch for the Demoiselles, her face is turned towards the spectator, but her body is a
totally ambiguous outline, with conical breasts sprouting under her armpits. The bull-dog muzzle clamped shut
is firmly defined. Picasso has not turned his squatting figure round to display her explicitly to the spectator.
Cezanne seemed to contemplate the world, searching for its significance; Braque remade the world as his art
demanded it. He was, she wrote, 'the founder of the first of the many vulgarizations of the cubist idea, the
painting of houses out of plumb, what was called the catastrophic school. This figure is there from the very
first composition sketch, and there she has a specific role. And it is the faith in Beauty which provides the
necessary strength. It had been the chosen subject of another nineteenth-century artist, Picasso's first hero,
Toulouse-Lautrec. The facets themselves dissolve in a flux of light and dark. Whatever its other virtues, a
movement in art, like a political movement, sets out to confront the larger public. Art Nouveau, also called
Jugendstil Germany and Sezessionstil Austria , is characterized by sinuous, asymmetrical lines based on
organic forms. Malevich Russian painter and art theoretician, born of ethnic Polish parents. John Berger is one
writer who has recognized the inadequacy of this approach. The influence of the Demoiselles can be seen in
many features of Braque's Nude. Like other Futurists, his work centered on the portrayal of movement
dynamism , speed, and technology. This was a medium-sized painting of a nude which occupied him for the
following six months. He sold all six pictures he was exhibiting. First, they are almost always painted as if at a
slight angle to the vertical surface of the canvas; that is to say, they are like louvres of a window that are
usually ajar, but never fully opened at right-angles to the frame. There, he had been confronted by a scene to
which a sexual response would be normal and asked to contemplate it for its artistic excellence or for its ideal
beauty. Post-Impressionism Post-Impressionism is a term coined in by the English art critic and painter Roger
Fry to describe the reaction against the naturalistic depiction of light and color in different types of art
movements like Impressionism. The main goal of Surrealism painting and Surrealism artworks was to liberate
thought, language, and human experience from the oppressive boundaries of rationalism by championing the
irrational, the poetic and the revolutionary.


