
WRITING A SENTENCE WITH COMMAS IN DATES

Use commas to set off the year when writing out a date: May 12, Note the use of the comma after the date when it
appears in the middle of a sentence.

The guests who arrived more than an hour late were greeted coolly by the host. In dates that include the
weekday, you follow the same rule as above and add a comma between the weekday and the date: Correct: We
began dating on Friday, May 1,  Revised The meeting scheduled for July 10, , was canceled due to a hurricane
watch. In fact, only the United States, the Philippines, Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia, Canada, and
Belize use a month-day-year format, which can cause confusion when dates are presented numerically.
Following are two instances of the need for an appositive comma with one or more nouns. However, if a
comma does precede Sr. Commas and Other Numbers When discussing a number of years not directly related
to a date, commas simply divide the clauses of a sentence. Example I originally wanted to be a rock star, but in
the end I decided to become an investment banker. Examples: Comma after date: On March 3, she will
perform in her first Broadway production. Example: It was in a June article. Example It was a long, noisy, and
nauseating flight. When a date is used as an adjective, most authorities require a comma following the year.
Because of the thunderstorm, our flight has been delayed. Independent clauses are those that can stand alone
as complete sentences. The final comma in a list of items is known as an Oxford comma or serial comma. If
such a phrase contains more than one preposition, a comma may be used unless a verb immediately follows
the phrase. Given the uncertainty, it is best to recast the sentence. Thus: Example I originally wanted to be a
rock star, but in the end, I decided to become an investment banker. Jane Jones, Esq. In my opinion, the movie
was more compelling than the book. Correct: Our wedding on April 15, , was beautiful Incorrect: Our
wedding on April 15, was beautiful. Example I will give the document to my brother Tom. Omitting the serial
comma makes this unclear. Rule  Correct: My best friend, Joe, arrived. Incorrect: He walked all the way home,
he shut the door. The final geographic element should also be followed by a comma when it appears in the
middle of a sentence. Incorrect: We realized we were in love on March 16  Example I will give the document
to my brother, Tom. Use of Commas in Dates Including the Month, Date, and Year When writing dates that
include the month, date, and year, use commas after dates but not after months: Correct: We realized we were
in love on March 16,  He was formerly a senior vice president at Apple Inc. There was a time when this
sentence would be punctuated exactly this way.


