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In "The Scarlet Letter", the forest has a dual symbolic meaning. This is not unusual in Nathaniel Hawthorne's stories
because he believed in the duality of.

It constantly surrounds Pearl because she is an innocent and also a child who had no doing in the in her
parents committed. However, there is a twist. It's a place where the soul can be free, with all its wild passions
and crazy ideas and secret sorrows; it's a place for Hester and Dimmesdale to meet in "solitude, and love, and
anguish"  Hester feels that by putting back on the letter and crossing back over the stream she will be rejoining
her life of impurity and shame. But, similar to the characters, the context determines what role the light or
colors play. At worst, Dimmesdale is a symbol of hypocrisy and self-centered intellectualism; he knows what
is right but has not the courage to make himself do the public act. All of this evidences a changed heart and a
saved soul for the man who had been the very embodiment of revenge. The first of the two main settings is the
Puritan town that includes the prison and the scaffold In the end, even the grave of Dimmesdale and Hester is
in darkness. When Hester comes into the sunshine from the darkness, she must squint at the light of day, and
her iniquity is placed for all to see. Secondly, the forest also manages to bring out the natural personalities of
the characters. The forest allows these two young lovers to freely reunite and be happy together. Thus, using
his characters as symbols, Hawthorne discloses the grim underside of Puritanism that lurks beneath the public
piety. She is known as the sister of Governor Bellingham and as the town witch. In the forest, Pearl can be as
bright and joyful as she wishes because the forest acknowledges her for who she is- a moody, curious,
care-free, innocent, and intuitive child who also happens to be a social outcast. Hester then replies, "No, my
little Pearl Just as Hester and Dimmesdale are conversing about their escape to restart their lives with Pearl,
Dimmesdale begins to believe in happy endings and his concern for what society desires dissolves for a
moment in the woods. Thy strength, Hester; but let it be guided by the will which God hath granted me! But it
were irreverent to describe that revelation. The feelings of the lovers, weighed down by guilt, are reflected in
the darkness of nature. Hawthorne uses sunshine in the novel to symbolize purity and hope several times
throughout the book. When Hester tells him that the ship for Europe leaves in four days, he is delighted with
the timing. Some of Hawthorne's symbols change their meaning, depending on the context, and some are
static. In other words, the pathway to salvation in the novel is directly connected to the scaffold. Hawthorne
does this by presenting the readers with the story of the Black Man in the forest. The Scarlet Letter includes
many profound and crucial symbols. The scene continues: Old Roger Chillingworth knelt down beside him,
with a blank, dull countenance, out of which the life seemed to have departed. Dimmesdale sees Pearl as the
"freedom of a broken law"; Hester sees her as "the living hieroglyphic" of their sin; and the community sees
her as the result of the devil's work. The scarlet letter was her passport into regions where other women dared
not tread. One of the predominant colors is red, seen in the roses, the letter, Pearl's clothing, the "scarlet
woman," Chillingworth's eyes, and the streak of the meteor. One of the characters Hawthorne uses to
demonstrate this is Pearl. Where else, the rest of the novel surrounds itself in an aura of gloominess, this one
scene in the novel permits Hester and Dimmesdale to be filled with love and joy. The stream remains as an
obstacle between the two. But now thou wilt? Surrounded by the twilight in the forest, Hester and
Dimmesdale slowly start to open up to each other. Apparently so.


