
THE SCARLET LETTER CRITICAL ANALYSIS ESSAY

Essays and criticism on Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter - Critical Evaluation.

Light and Color Light and darkness, sunshine and shadows, noon and midnight, are all manifestations of the
same images. Be true! In all these examples, the meaning of the symbol depends on the context and sometimes
the interpreter. Not only was Dimmesdale a hypocrite, he was a coward as well. In his first appearance in the
novel, he is compared to a snake, an obvious allusion to the Garden of Eden. Rather than avoid the past, she
instead attempts to complete tasks in an effort to seek forgiveness. Nathaniel Hawthorne creates interesting
thoughts provoking characters in the Scarlet Letter, but none of which give the right distinction that would
give them the title hero. The Church and State are ubiquitous forces to contend with in this colony, as Hester
finds out to her dismay. In The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne tried to expose hypocrisy by showing the
Puritan life in a very discrete manner. The chapter title: "Another View of Hester" sets the stage for the
discussion of the change in Hester's personality, character, and intellect as well as a summary of her past four
years. Here the sun shines on Pearl, and she absorbs and keeps it. But many of Hawthorne's symbols change
â€” particularly his characters â€” depending on their treatment by the community and their reactions to their
sins. An allegory in literature is a story where characters, objects, and events have a hidden meaning and are
used to present some universal lesson. The forest is also a symbolic place where witches gather, souls are
signed away to the devil, and Dimmesdale can "yield himself with deliberate choice. Even Pearl recognizes
that Chillingworth is a creature of the Black Man and warns her mother to stay away from him. Yes, Hester
committed adultery, but she had the power in her to keep fighting and to embrace who she was, no matter
what everyone else thought. When she meets Dimmesdale in the forest in Chapter 18, Hawthorne says, "The
tendency of her fate and fortunes had been to set her free. Chillingworth becomes the essence of evil when he
sees the scarlet letter on Dimmesdale's breast in Chapter 10, where there is "no need to ask how Satan
comports himself when a precious human soul is lost to heaven, and won into his kingdom. In the end, even
the grave of Dimmesdale and Hester is in darkness. It brings about Hester's suffering and loneliness and also
provides her rejuvenation. The only person to be free of hypocrisy was Chillingworth because the only thing
he was looking for was a way to get back at Dimmesdale. It is a story that takes place in the puritan town of
Boston, Massachusetts during the seventeenth century. This "other view" refers both to the changing
perception of the Puritan community toward Hester as well as the narrator's detailed description of the changes
in her. The Scarlet Letter. In literature, a symbol is most often a concrete object used to represent an idea more
abstract and broader in scope and meaning â€” often a moral, religious, or philosophical concept or value.
Hawthorne stresses that in the face of unbearably cruel treatment, Hester responds with laudable strength and
humility. Throughout the story, sin was portrayed in a lot of ways, starting the adultery and the letter A in the
first place. Dimmesdale sees Pearl as the "freedom of a broken law"; Hester sees her as "the living
hieroglyphic" of their sin; and the community sees her as the result of the devil's work. Society has its ways of
showing vengeance and in return got nothing but guilt. The Puritan community sees Hester as a fallen woman,
Dimmesdale as a saint, and would have seen the disguised Chillingworth as a victim â€” a husband betrayed.
Hawthorne shows the reader a vivid way of how anyone can be marked for life by just being born in a
contradistinctive household. It is a sign of adultery, penance, and penitence. Every so often, sunshine flickers
on the setting. Wilson, who represents the Church, or Governor Bellingham, who represents the State.


