
POISENWOOD BIBLE SYMBOLISM

A summary of Symbols in Barbara Kingsolver's Poisonwood Bible. Learn exactly Finally, the garden is symbolic because
of its biblical resonance. Gardens, in.

The author further develops this idea of symbolism by creating a biblical allusion connecting this poisonous
plant with the bible. Nathan first encounters the Poisonwood tree while planting his demonstration garden. It is
in the Garden of Eden that Adam and Eve ate the poisonous apple imbuing all future generations with the
original sin. It is the name of the oldest living person who, according to myth, lived close to years. Methuselah
is denied freedom for most of his life, and while he is kept in a cage and fed by his masters, he loses the ability
to fend for himself. I think of him exactly that way. I own half his genes, and all his history. She at least
succeeds in Angola, but she has to learn to grow her crops, both literally and symbolically, on African rather
than American terms. Like those attitudes, the plants are wildly inappropriate in this environment. He even
sleeps in their latrine at night, for fear of predators. That is, men who are so thickheaded and culturally
arrogant that they could consistently make a mistake like this one for months on end. The plants become
unrecognizable, almost grotesque in their hugeness. This parrot acquires symbolic value. This was a
consequence of his arrogance to the culture surrounding him. Symbolism is when an object represents
something other than itself, often of a more abstract nature. It was given a frame and set in a place where all
could use it. It does not occur to him to consider whether there is some reason, other than their utter stupidity
and backwardness, which might account for the fact that there is little agriculture in Kilanga. Nathan was
always successful in growing a spectacular garden in Georgia, but the same conditions did not apply in Africa.
Ironically, Adam and Eve sin by craving truth and knowledge that is not intended for them. The effects of the
colonization of The Congo can still be seen as the country could not cope up with it even after half a century.
Although the perception of symbolism is often very different for each person reading a text, due to their
different experiences and opinions they bring to the symbol, each idea founded from a symbol conveys a
greater meaning that the reader can relate to their own lives. The Poisonwood's primary role in the story,
though, is in the form of a linguistic accident. The parrot represents Africa and its people. In a very similar
way, Methuselah was kept in a cage by the humans against its will only because it was a weaker creature. On
another level the demonstration garden is symbolic of its biblical suggestion, the Garden of Eden. On one
level the demonstration garden represents the difficulties the Price family have adapting to life in Kilanga.
Methuselah is the pet parrot of Brother Fowles, the previous missionary, which was left behind. The
Poisonwood Tree therefore symbolises not only a mistaken phrase but also the arrogance of Western men with
superior perceptions unwilling to accept the Congo and its culture. From the beginning, the attitudes of the
five women cover a wide spectrum of events and happening of their time in the Congo. In such a context,
Jesus really is a dangerous poison that can and did cause intense pain and even death. The plants become
unrecognisable and unable to fruit. Ironically a predator caught the vulnerable Methuselah, meeting his doom
on the same day that the Republic of Congo began its own short-lived independence. He was my father. It is
the significance of symbolism that highlights these ideas. We are the balance of our damage and our
transgressions. Later when Nathan Price sets him free, he has no idea what to do with his independence. This
is the land in which Nathan tries to grow vegetables in the traditional American way.


